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six oroseven-montbs,VvhCe Labour Party will
ocoupy the Treasury Benches.

The Minister for Mines: You have a long
vision.

Mr. JONES: When that time cones it will be
necessary to introduce taxation measures affect-
ing profiteers and the moneyed classes of the
community. Suppose we introduce a Bill to
deal with land values taxation : on reaching
another place, member would have the power
to out down the provisions of the measure. Wo
Are well aware of what has happened to money
Bills in the past. The Government have asked
for the exact amount required so that taxation
would be equitable and would be exacted from
those best able to contribute, hut another place
has turned down their proposals or so mutilated
them as to render the measures useless. I want
to avoid any recurrence of that sort of thing.
It may be that the wording of the amendment
may not be approved of by all hon. members.
They may think that an income of £300 a year
is not high enough. Possibly many of our
farmers will be making more than £300 a year,
and it may be desired to increase, the amount
to £000 a year. What I desire to see is that
the taxation upon the wealthier men in the State
is not interfered with.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 8-Continuation or early determin-

ation of -Assembly:
Mr. JONES: My desire is to shorten the life

of Parliament instead of prolonging it.
The Premier: Vote against the clause.
Mr. JONES:; I do not wish to harass the

Government.
The Premier: We will risk that.
Mr. JONES : My object is to assist the Gov-

ernment. It is hardly fair to the electors of the
State when they voted for their representatives
to come here for three years to prolong the
period of their representation. If Parliament is

prlogd fo sx months, what is to prevent
another Bill from being brought down to pro.
long it still further?

The Minister for Mines: Any member can
resign if he thinks he is doing an injustice to his
electors by remaining too long in Parliament.

Mr. JONES: If the beln. member is referring
to me, I would tell him that unfortunately there
is no one wvho will stand against me in my elec-
torate. I am not prepared to vote for a clause
which will prolong the life of Parliament. The
sooner the country gets rid of the present Gov
erment the better it will be for the State.

Clause puC and passed.
Title-ageed to.

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 1-7 nae
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Chair at 4.30

QUESTION-PASTORAL LANDS
CLASSIFICATION.

Hon. G. J. G. W. MILES asked the MN.
ilater for Education: 1, What area of past-
oral land has to date been classified under
the Land Act Amendcrument Act, 1917.- 2, Hew
minny race are employed? 3, Will the Gov-
ernmenit expedite thle classification, so as to
have the whole of the area classified before
the end of 1920?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 14,000,000 aecres. 2, Two. 3,,Arrangemients have been made 'to expedite
the work. It is hoped that thle classification
will be comipleted by the end of 1920

QUESTION - ThEEzINQ\, WORKS,
WYNDHAM, PIURCHASE OF BiLl-
LOCKS,

Hen. J. DTJTFELL asked the Minister for
Education: 1, How nmnny bullocks were pur-
chased for the Wyndham, Freezing Works
during the 1919 seasonf 2, Wheat was the
average cost and weight per bullock9 3,
What was the average cost per bullock for
killing and canning? 4, Wh~at average prices
was realised for the produce?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 9,386, of which 9,281 were treated;
balance being held. 2, !E6 15s. 4d. - 6301bs.
3, Not asertainable until accounts received
from Wyndhami, expected to arrive middle
December. 4, Bulk Of Produce not yet sold.

MOTION-LAND SETTLEMENT,
MANJIMUP.

Hion. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.34]: I mjove-

That a return be laid on tltq Table
showing-I, The area of land surveyed
and subilivided for settlement in the dis-
trict of Man 'jimup; 2, the number of
blocks maide availahle; '3, the member of
blocks sold or taken up; 4, the number of
blocks forfeited; 5, thme ntumber of blocks

1557



1553 [COUNCIL.]

now being worked;- 6, the area in this dis-
trict ringbarked by the Government; 7,
the cost of these activities.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hion, H. P. Clebatch-East) L4.35]: I
have no objection to the motion. The only
reason why I asked for it to be put in as
a formial mnotion was that I knew it would
take some time to prepare the return that
is required. The information will be sup-
plied as soon as possible.

Question put and passed.

BILL - ZDROVING ACT
A AlEN D2NIE NT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Assembly.

B3ILL - VERMIN ACT
A-.\fEN\DMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BI3LL-FRUIT GASES.

Report of Committee adopted.

BRLL-TJRE SEEDS,

Report of Committee adopted.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. Duffell and Prices Regulation Bill.

1-Ion, J. DPFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) ['4.37]: 1 should like to claimi the
indulgence of the House in order to miake
a personal explanation in connection wit]h
some of the remarks I made last week.

The PRESIDI!,NT -: The hon. mnember
miust understand that a personal explanation
must deal only with the statement he made.

Hl. X1. DUEJPELL: I quite understand
that. Tlie statemient I maude was in refer-
ence to the probable effect on the price of
mieat owing to certain properties in the
North-West changing hands. Ia the course
of my.) remairks I said that on or about the
22nd August last two gentlemen arrived at
Wynjdlin and were entertained there by the
ma- nager of the freezing works and afterf-
wards driven out to Catherine Springs, VIA
ilall's Crook, in a Govenmnent nmotor-tcar
driven b'y the chauffeur employed by the
Govermnirt far Mr. Tindale. I bare now
learnt, 'is a resn~lt Of further investigations,
that these gentlemen paid the whole of the
cosL of thle trip out of their owa poekets
and that, further, sonic tinle previously one
of time officers of the Wyndhami Freezing
Works paid a visit to Messrs. Vestey Bros.
Ltd. and was treated there very hospitably.
It is due tp the Moose that I should make
this explanation, otherwise it may be thought
that the Government were, through their
officers3, doing something that was not right
with regard to the treatment of these gentle-

mien and their travelling at the Government
expense. I hope the explanation nill be sat-
isfactory.

BILL-PRICES REGULATION.

Second Reading.

Debate resu med fron the previous day.
Mon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) 14.39]- 1

intend to support the second reading of the
Bill. At the same tine I recognise that there
, r serious dangers associated with price-
fixing. If the price be fixed so low that there
will be no encouragement to produce, the re-
suit may be a shortage of supplies. A short-
age in the supply of a necessary commodity
may he e'-en more serious thana a high price.
Admitting, however, that there is always
that danger associated ;vith price fixing, and
that there are also ether dangers which have
been referred to by various heon. mamhcers, I
intend to support thec Bill because I believe
that thle circumnstances of the present time
are abnormal. A great deal of legislation
has hadl to be paosd, not only in Australia
but all over the world, to meet these special
circunistances-*legislatioa which has seriously
interfered with the law of supply anid de-
msand. But it is not only Governments that
have passed legislation interfering with the
law of supply and deinand. Where -private
individuals have interfered in that law of
supply and demiand, either by means of trusts
or combines or in any other way, I believe
it is the duty of the Government to protect
time people against extortionate piees. It is
quite true that the Bill before us must of
necessity be restricted in its operations. It
can. only refer really to articles produced in
Western Australia, because after all no Bill
that is locally controlled can affect the prices
of imported commodities. The p.rice of these
commodities is fixed before they reach West-
ern Australia) and is therefore beyond the
control of any local body. I think this Bill is
necessary, more especially as there is a good
deal of doubt as to what mnay be done by the
Federal authorities. There is a proposal now
before the country to give the Federal auth-
orities increased powers3 to deal with profit-
e66ing, price fixing And other matters. It is
very doubtfuil whether that refercadum will
be carried or not. Some of the State Qovern-
ments are opposing the proposals very
strongly. Even if they he carried it is by
no means certain that the Fraral'authorities
will exercise their powers to the fullest ex-
tent. Whatever any be the fate of a refer-
endumi and whatever 'nlay be done by the
Federal authorities I do think that, in the
Mneantime, a mieatsure of this kind is desir-
able, inasmuch as it will tend in some diree-
tiomi to keep prices low. One of the most im-
portant features of this proposal is, net the
direct effect it may have upon prices, but the
deterrent effect it may have upon -those who
may be inclined to take advantag ofth
present extraordinary state of affairs, and
raise prices higher than is legitimate. Mr.
Lovekin, in the course of a speech which in-
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terested us all very much and provided a
good deal of food for thought, opposed the
proposal on the ground that it was costly to
the State and that it would be of no avail.
1 quite agree that if this Bill is to be of no
avail, no matter what cost it may be to the
State, it would ho too high a cost. But while
I do not regard this Bill as a cure for high
prices, a~nd do not consider that the amount
of good that will ensue fronm it will be as
much as some people consider-, still I feel eon-
vinced that it will effect an amiount of good,
More than commensurate with the cost of the
measure. I supported the Control of Trade
in War Time Bill brought forward by the
Scaddan Government. [ believe it did a great
deal of good. Certainly for, a couple of years
aifter the outbreak of war the increase in
prices was less in, Western Australia than
in any other State of the Coinmnonwealth. I
believe that was largely due to the deterrent
effect of that measure. I was one of those
who opposed the efforts put forward to pre-
vent its re-enactment. I think it was a great
mistake that the measure was not re-enacted.
The Bill before us is a recognition on the
part of the Government that n error was
tihen made. It is much to he regretted that
ftle Bill was not introduced some years ago.
Seeing that the original measure failed to be
re-enacted, some other Bill such as this ought
to have been substituted. However, the Gov-
ernment have new seen that a mistake was
miade and at this late hour they bring for-
ward this proposal. It is better late than
never, because, although the war is over,
probably the abnormnal times. will continue
for several years to come. In England legis-
lation of this character is still retained on the
stntute-book, and it is desirable that we
should have something in the -way of a deter-
rent, something that will threaten to expose
those who 'Want to exploit the people. I
sincerely trust the Bill will be passed.

Ron. 0. 3. 0. WV. MILES (North) [4.471:
I was pleased to hear the explanation muide,
by 'Mr, Duffel] in respect of his previous re-
mnarks on the Wyndham country, and, more
particularly, in respect of the charge hie
made that the Government had supplied
motor cars to 'Vestey Bros.' managers. I
also have mnade inquiries and found, as
time hon. member stated this afternoon, that
the ear in which those gentlemen were.
travelling had broken down and, naturally,
they stayed with the manager of the Wynd-
hamn Freezing Works, who would just as
readily have entertaned any o)ther dis-
tinguished visitors. In order that they
might get to their station before goiug to
England, they arranged with the engineer
to borrow the Government car. They paid
the chauffeur £10 per week while they had
the car, they supplied four new tires at
£32 10s. each, and new tubes, and they
furnished the petrol. Mr. Duffell said he
thought those people were out to get con-
trol of the cattle country in that district
,with a view to increasing tbc cost of meat.
I have previously stated that Wyndham is

the natural port for the eattie country in
that district and that they have one of the
best stock routes in Australia going down
to that port. Assuming that the company
referred to did buy a number of those
properties, it wouldhbe far cheaper for them
to send their cattlc to Wyndhamn for treat-
ment than to travel them overland through
Catherine Creek to Darwin. Turning to
Mr. Hickey's argument in reference to the
cost of meat, I have worked out. a few
figures, I find that one of the main reasons
for the increased cost of meat in the mnetro-
politan area has been the shortage of ship-
ping. The Government should provide
sufficient ships to bring down the cattle, or,
alternatively, get out of the business and
allow private enterprise to supply the
ships. Thc position] in regard to the cattle
industry last year was that only 5,000 head
of stock were brought down, whereas the
market could have absorbed 25,000. That
5,000 head were sold in the metropolitan
market at an average of £20 each. Had
ships been available for the 25,000 head,
the cattle would have been sold at £12 per
hecad, the normal price. The difference in
tile two propositions is this: The 5,000 head
at £20 each represents £200,000, whereas
the 25,000 at £12 each represents 0300.000.
Therefore, had the normal number been
brought down, the growers in the North
would have had an additional £200,000, and
the State Government and the Federal Gov-
ernment each would have collected an extra
£625,000 in income tar, while the consumers
in the city would hove bought their meat
at 3d. per lb. cheaper, and so 1:187,000
would have been saved to the consumers.
The total amouint involved in the difference
between the two propositions is £27,000,
aiid this has had the effect of greatl 'y in-
creasing the cost of living. No less than
£25,000 has been lost to the State Govern-
ment and a similar amount lost to the Fed-
eral Government, while the consumers have
paid for their meat £187,000 more than they
would have paid if the shipping had been
available. If the Government would only
got out of the business and allow private
enterprise to come in, it would be a far
better means of regulating prices than is
the Bill before the House. Mr. Panton said
that 60 per cent, of the boots handled in
this State were imported. That means that
the public will not take the Australian
article, as they should- do.

The Minister f or Education: He said jom-
ported from the Eastern States.

Hon. G. J1. G. W. MITES: Large numbers
of boots are imported fronm England and
from America. In pre-war days boots cost-
ig 10s. in England paid out here a duty

of 10 per cent. plus 25 per cent., bringing
the landed cost to 14s, 3d. The importer
added 20 per cent., representing an extra
3$- and the retail price was thus brought to
17s. 3d. Of that 179., 8d. no less than
4s. Ud. went to the Commonwealth in
Customs duty. The dlistributer Collected
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3is., out of which he had to pay working ex-
rjenses, interest and insurance. To-day the
p~rices of boots in England have risen
enormously and the 10s. boot is now equal
to 25s. Those figures, again worked out,
bring the landed cost to 37s.. Id. It means
that the Commonwealth has collected 12s.
3d., and the retailer has added 20 per cent.
and is selling the boots at 44s, 6d. The
retailer has had 7s. 5d. out of which to pay
all his expenses, while the Commonwealth
Government have collected 12s. Id. The
increased cost of living is not due to pro
fiteerieg. It is quite clear that the Corn-
mnwealth Government are making a big
levy on imported articles, not only boots,
but other lines of clothing where the duty
is still higher; and by the same reasoning
the argument is still stronger, showing that
the Government are the biggest profiteers
.after all. I agree with a lot that Mr.
Holmes said. IHowever, he pointed out that
tinned meats from the Wyndham Freezing
Works are sold at 15s. 6d. It was very
gratifying to hear from Mr. Holmes that
those works arc going to be so great a
financial asset to the State. In regard to
the tinned meats, a few months ago the
-same article purchased at a Sydney factory
cost 17s., which,' plus freight and charges,
amounts to 17s. 6d. here, or 2s. a dozen
'more than was demanded. for the Wyndham
product in Fremantle. I do not think the
Bill will have the desired effect. The only
reason why I intend to support it is that a
-number of people think the distrihuters are
making enormous profits. It will cost the
-country something to prove to them that
this is not the ease. Mr. Lynn said he
thought there were one or two lines on
which huge profits were being made. If
that is so, the Government will have in this
Bill the necessary machinery to deal with
people trading in those lines. I am opposed
to three commissioners. I think one com-
missioner Wvill be quite sufficient. It is a.
-most difficult problem, this of regulating
prices. The better scheme would be to
regulate the profit which a firm shall make
on its turnover. It all depends on the turn-
over. I know from experience. Some
of my friends itt the back counatry sent
the fll's Creek prices to the Price Firing
Commissioner in Melbourne. I was invited
to discuss. those prices with him. I asked
him what margin of 'profit was allowed on
goods distributed in the back country. He
said 20 per centt. T reminded him that it
cost from 1.5 to J6 per cent. to distribute
goods in 'Melbourne, and I told him that 20
per cent, would not cover our distributing
charges in remote districts. I think the
'Goverment Will require as commissioner a
man who thoroughly understands business.
It is all a question of the turnover. In the
'back country a man has to carry £18,000 or
£20.000 worth of. stock to do the business
which a man ia the city would do on a £2,000
stock, for the man in the city can replenish
'his stocks every fortnight. Again, in the

back country districts, the wages paid are
twice as much as those paid in the city, and
on top of that the insurance is from 50s. to
Il0s. per cent, as against the few shillings
paid in the. metropolitan area. How is the
price fixing commissioner going to deal wvith.
this question? lie certainly will require to
be a most capable man, with a thorough
knowledge of business, or, as hir. Cornell
suggests, he should be a judge of the Su-
premie Court, with all the evidence before
him. As Mr. Lynn pointed out, one person
selling jam may sell a few thousand tins,
where another manl would sell only a dozen.
On thme margin of profit allowed, the big man
would be making handsomeo returns, while
the small manl could hardy exist. As pointed
out by Mir. Lovekin, the whole thing will
relpresent an expense to the State and wvill
not have the effect which the pu~blic hope
for. I was pleased to hear Mr. Lovekin's
speech and his idea of bringing capital and
labouir together. I used the same term in
may maiden speech in this House. There is
toe much bitterness between the two sec-
tions, and if both could work more together
and thus avoid the employee having to make
his demands almost at the point of the bay-
onet, I am certain that the employees then
would give a fair day's work for a fair
day's pay. The increase which have been
taking place in the price of commiodities are
not confined to this State only; the same
thing has been going on .throughout the
world, and it strikes me that they arc likely
to he higher thani they have been, at any rate
for another year or so. The question has to
he faced and I intend to support the ateas.
nrc, not believing that it is going to do a
great deal of good, but in order to give the
public the protection which they ore asking
for, and so that it umay be proved to them
that there is not that profiteering going on
which some seem to think.

Hon. J. MILLS (Central) [5.8]: Those
hon.mcmrnbersiwho have preced ed mne have dealt
almnost exclusively with over-sea material or
articles which are imported from the Eastern
States. I will confine the few remarks I
have to make on the subject: of this measture
to those commodities which we produce here.
in 1913 fat cattle of from 5 cwt. to 7 ewt.
were realising in the open market approxi-
ratoly from £3 to £:16 per head, That was
considered satisfactory to the grower, the
butcher and the consunmer, but during the
period of the war the prices for cattle of
a similar weight rose to £20 and £2C5 per
head, and that too notwithstanding the herds
had increased by 80,000 during that period,
and also that 30,000 of the male adult popu-
lation were away from Western Australia.
Mr. Miles said that if shipping had been pro-
vided by the Government tme high prices
might have been avoided to some extent, and
he quoted -figures to show that meat would
have been sold at 3d. per lb. less in the met-
ropolitan area. Evea. then the price would
havei been high and the fact that 80,000 adults
were away from the State would have been
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a good set off against those cattle which Mr.
Miles said would have been brought down to
suppiy this market. In connection with
sheep, the pre-war price for good Merino
wethers wvas from 16s. to 20s. and occasionally
a little more. But although the flockis in-
creased by 21/ millions during the pcriod of
the war, prices soared up and in some in-
stances Merino sheep brought as much as
50s. per head. The increase in the price of
wool I daresay would account for a little of
that advance, but there was nothing to jus-
tify what appears to me to have been an
outrageous increase in the price of mutton,
particularly as mutton is not supplied to this
market by ship, at any rate, not in any great
numbers. The sheep are driven ovorland
and I cannot imagine that either bullocks or
sheep have, during the past five years, eaten
more grass than they did previously, neither
have land rents been increased, while the
cost of droving is no different from what
it was, and railway freights have not been
advanced. In fact, there was no justifica-
tion for the tremendous price which people
throughout the State were compelled
to pay and it was not until quite recently,
when they objected to being plundered -any
further, and when they refused to eat the
meat that prices agoin became almost nor-
mal. I have been informed, and I think
reliably, that orders for stock trucks placed
at Mtullewa were during the greater part of
the war period referred to Perth and sub-
mitted to people in the city who are inter-
ested. The object of that course should be ap-
parent to everybody. Ostensibly it is to keep
the sheep that might be undersold from starv-
ing, but as a matter of fact it is to keep the
market bare and so maintain high prices.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: You know there are no
fat sheep up there.

Hon, J. MILLS: T know well that
until 1918 we had four consecutive
good seasons, and it was duriag that period
that the prices were abnormal, and out-
rageously high. I personally know that fat
sheep coming to Mullewa were detained in
paddocks for weeks and weeks, and were
sent to the metropolitan markets in drafts,
the object being to keep the market hare.
Should the Bill become law, these are miat-
ters which must command the attention
of the Commissioners. Mr. Holmes reviewed
the activities of the Wyndhanm Freezing
Works and charged thes Governme 'nt with
profiteering. The farmer, who expects the
last penny for his wheat out of. the pool, the
product of his labour, is an absolute brig-
and because, lie 'refuses to sell his second
quality wheat at the price dictated to him.
It is only because profiteering is going on
in Western Australia to-day, that the public
are clamouring for the Bill. It is theref ore
my intention to support the second reading-.

Hon. .1. F. ALLECN (West) [5.71- On a
previous occasion when a price fixing Bill
was before this House, [ was one of those
who opposed it and I opposed it for cer-

tamn reasons, which I explained at that time.
I still hold similarly strong convictions, but
on this occasion it is my intention to sup-
port the second rending of the Bill, and I
purpose giving briefly the reasons I have
for my change of attitude. When the Hilt
was before the House on a- previous occa-
sion I said that the element of competition
to my mind had almost kept prices of comn-
mod ities down. While I still hold that
opinion, I do not expect that the Bill beforer
us will have any effect whatever- on the
existing prices of commodities where the
laws of competition obtain. The only reason
why I am supporting the Bill now is because
of Clause 15 which sets out-

Any person who sells any foodstuffs or
necessary commodities wholesale, subject
to any condition, stipulation or agreement
in restraint of trade, as hereinafter de-
fined, commits an offence against this Act..

Since I spoke in this Chamber on the last
occasion in connection with price fixing, I
have discovered that the same conidition of
affairs exists in this State which has existed
in various parts of the world, and that it is
restraint of trade by these who export goods
to this State. Certain goods are sent to us
from different parts of the world and
special agreements are entered into with the
merchants who receive those, goods. Those
agreements provide that the merchants are
not to handle similar commodities locally pro-
duced in competition with the imported
article. If the Bill does nothing else, the.
clause which I have quoted will have the,
effect of preventing that. Mr. Miles stated
that meat fromn Wyndham was sold cheaper
than that which was imported. This might
not be so if the Wyndham works were in the
hafids of a private body instead of the
Government, as it is possible to assume that
those persons who would be employed, say in
the Eastern States, would enter into an
agreem ent with the merchants here
to prevent the local article being dis-
posed of 'here. Those things are
dlone. I have found on inquiry that several
lines arec at the present time being handled
under secret agreements and that special re-
hates are made to people to sell imported
lines in preference to the locally produced
article. The Bill will have the effect of pre-
venting that kind of thing and it is for that
reason that T intend to support it. With re-
,gnrd to Cause 17, which provides for a per-
centage of the profit earned to be asCertained
by the Commissioners, I consider it would
lbe a pernicious thing for the omnmissioners
to publish the affairs of a private concern,
more particularly wthen we know that it is
proposed that the Bill shall only operate for
a period of 12 months. This objection also
applies to the declaration of secrecy which
is provided for in Clause 19. This clause
sets opt-

A declaration of secrecy in the form in
the schierlifle to this Act shall be made by
every person proposed to be employed for
the purposes of this Act 'before entering
uon the duty of his office.
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There is no penalty for any breach of that
clause. Of course, we know that if a de-
elaration is broken, a penalty is provided
for under conmnon law. It is argued that a
sintilar de-claration is entered into by officers
of rho Taxation Department, but there is a
vast difference between the employees of the
Taxation Department and the department it
is proposed to establish under the Price Fix-
ing Bill. The officers in the Taxation De-
pertinent are permanently employed, while
the officers who will be engaged under the
lorice-fixing measure wiUl be employed for a
period of 12 mnonths. The consequence is
that the officers trho are temporarily eni-
ploymi cannot he expected to observe the
seie secrecy as those w-ho are permanently
engaged iii a department. For the same
reason r think that when the Bill is in Gem-
inittee it will be wise to delete the provision
for the appointment of three Commissioners
and reduce the numiber to one. It will be
inuch more difficult to find three suitable
gentlemen in this State who are prepared
toP accept positions of Commissioners for a
1*eriod Of. 12 n01thls than it will be to find
one. Whoever administers the Act whn it
is in force mnust be of an upright character
and] must act conscientiously, but there will
always be the fact that their engagement is
only for a 1 iiriod of 12 mionthis. I consider
that it will be much easier to secure tMe
serries of one' conmpetent Ifan for that
periodl than it will be to get three, aind if
the Government succeed in appointing one
gentlernan of recognised ability they can pay
hinm well. One of the difficulties in carrying
out the provisions of the measure will arise
fronm the fLact that its operation will be
liited to 12 months. Everything which i~s
dlone by the Commissioners will be done with
an eye e n the fact that at the expiration of.
the Year the office will cease to exist. With
these few 'suggestions I intend to support
the scond reading of the Bill.

The ANTINIST ER FOR EDUCATION
(lHon. HI. P. Colbatch-E ast-in reply)
15.13]: In view of the fact that a great
majority ,vof iniibers who have spoken have
h'ttinted their intention of voting for the
second reading of the Bill, I dIO not see any
necessity for further adjouraing the debate
and will Occupy Only a few minutes in
replying. One of the arguments advanced
hy those in opposition to the Bill is that it
cannot be entirely effective because we are
depending to such a large extent on articles
in~l)orted from outside the State. To my
mind that argument fails for two reasons.
in the first place, it is not a sound argument
for rejecting the Bill because the Bill
will not dio everything. The admission
that it will do something is suifficient ground
for supporting it. In the second place, I
ant, not ini accord with those who say, that
the Bill can have no effect in regulating the
prices of articles imported into the State.
Articles which are imported into the State
1o nt come direct front the 'exporters in
other parts of the world or from -other States
of the Commnonwealth to tha consumer here.
They go throug-h other hands in this State

and there is no reason why, if abnormal cir-
cuistances shut out legitimate competition,
there should not be provision to prevent per-
sons who handle these imported goods in
this State ireoi making undue profit out of
themi-a profit which they conld not pos-
sibly make if there was free competition as
we understood it before the war and before
the interruption of sbipping. There is the
case of boots, which are largely imported
fron 'Victoria, The Victorian Parliament
is at the present time considering a Bill of
a similar character to this, and in the Vic-
torian Bill prVovision is made that-

Nothing in this Act shall apply to the
sale or supply of any necessary commodity
for export front Victoria.

So that it seams to inc highly necessary,
even from the point of view of checking
the prices of imported goods, that we should
here sonie power to regulate. Otherwise the
Victorian m~anufaceturer, restricted to at cer-
tain figure in 'Victoria, would be quite unire-
strivcd in this State. Of course, some
people argue, ''If you put the price of hoots
downt too low, the Victorian mannfacturer
will not send his boots here.'' That is a
sound argunient. But I reply, "If you allovi
the Victorian manufacturer a, price which
shows him a legitimate profit over and above
what hie can get by selling his hoots in 'Vie-
toria, he will sell themni here.'' Sir Edward
Wittenoom has suggested that the clauses of
this Bill are original because there are no
marginal notes. As a matter of fset, in the
compiling of this Bill the Government have
been able to refer to the price-fixing regula-
tions. promulgated unier the 'War Precau-
tions Act bly the Federal Government, to rho
Act passed by the English Parliament a few
inths ago-and to which I made reference
in moving the second reading-and also to
the Bill nunw beiag considered by the Vie-
tcorian Parliament; and an endeavour has
beent made, with the assistance of this ex-
isting and contemplated legislation, to framne
a Bill that will be suitable to the require-
ients of Western Australia. Sir Edward

Wiizteaoom quoted two authorities in opposi-
tion to price fixing. These two authorities,
if I remnember rightly, were Diocletian and
Mr. Lawson, the Premier of Victoria. Mr.
Lawson, the Premier of Victoria, has altered
his opinion and has introduced a price-fixing
Bill. I hare not had an Opportunity of eon-
stilting' Diocletian, but I think that if he
were confronted with present circumstances
hie mnight be inclined to follow the lead of
Mr. Lawson. I do not think it necessary to
furnish any further reply to Sir Ednurd
Wittenoom 's argumlents, seeing that he told
us hie was going to support th46 Bill. I was
very pileased to hear the explanation made
bly Mr. Duffell this afternoon. I was not so
much concerned abdut the lion, member's
remarks as ain attack upon the Government;
bu"t it dlid seem to ine that they constituted

areilection, and a cery serious reflection, on
two highly placed officers. I ani glad to find
that rhe lion. memhohr, on ascertaining the
facts and discovering that those two offi-
cers had dune niothing but their strict and
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proper duty, "was good enough to correct a
wriong inmpression that would otherwise have
remained on the minds of hon. members. I
doa not lpIopose to follow the contentions set
up by Mtr. Holmes, because I do not think
they have anything whatever to do with the
Bill. If he was able to demonstrate that the
Government were profiteering in connection
with the Wyndhami Freezing Works, would
that be any reason why the House should not
pass this Bill? Surely it would be quite a
reasonable argumient-if Mr. Holmnes's con-
tention of profiteering by the Government
has been estabished, which I (10 not admit-
to say that if Mi-. Holmes, who is interested
it, that particular business, can find out that
the Government arc profiteering, the chances
are that in other lines of business other people
aire doing the same thing. Three-quarters of a
million sterling of public money has been
invested in the Wyndiatn Freezing Works,
and I do not think there is mutch doubt that
the people who have benefited most from the
expenditure of that money are the northern
pastoralists. [t is well that they should
benefit. It was intended that they should
benlefit. It was intended that that expendi-
tine should benefit the pastoral industry.
But I do not know that it is altogether grate-
fuli on the part of the representatives of that
indlust-y to attack the Government for their
conduct of the works. Mr. Holmes suggested
that we- should drop all price fixing and go
back to the old order of things. As I said
recently when speaking on another measure,
''You cannot unscramble eggs, and] you are
not going to get back to the old order of
things for a very long time to comie)' To
drop price-fixing legislation under present
conditions is, to may mind, to leave the pub-
lic open to exploitation. We see that illus-
trated all over the world. I am quite satis-
fled of that in my own mind, and I do not
think that any member who takes a broad
survey of things, who sees to what extent
the ordinary methods of competition,
by which the law of supply and de-
mand i8 supposed to operate, have been
interfered with of recent years, can
comic to any other conclusion. Mr.
Lovekin is one of the few members who
announced] an intention of opposing the Bill.
Being, as he is, fresh from his constituency,
his views are entitled to exceptional consid-
eration by members of this House. But I
confess that personally I should have been
inclined to attach a, far higher importance
to Ibis op~inion on this question if I could
find that dluring the brief election campaign
from which he has triumphantly emerged he
had madie a point of telling his electors that
hie was going to oppose thme price-fixing Bill.
There is no man in the community more
familiar with current politics than Mr.
Lovekin. He knew perfectly well that
this Bill was in the forefront of the Gov-
ernment's platform. He knew quite well
that one of the first things the successful
candidate would have to deal with upon
entering Parliame~nt would be this measure,
which was the most discussed matter
from the public point of view. I

have gone through the hon. gentleman's
speeches, and T cannot find iii them anything
to suggest to the electors that he was going
to oppose this Bill. Therefore I must say
that I do not attach to his opposition the
same importance as I would have done had
h, electors sent him here to oppose the nea&-
sure. I go a step further, and, because of
my long friendship with the hon. member, T
wtill express satisfaction that he did not take
up such an attitude, because I am very con-
vinced that, had lie done so we should have
been deprived of the benefit of his services
in this House.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What dlid you say two
years ago?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: As
regards mny own altered attitude, I think t
explained it fully in moving the second read-
ing ;and nothing that has fallen from
any other member during the debate
has suggested to me a necessity for
adding anything to what I have already
said. We are told that there are cer-
tain people who never change their opin-
ions, who never learn anything anid never
forget anything; but I think my political r-
cord in the iTuatter of consistency will stand
the test of comparison with most members'.
All that I claim is that when I have to reach
ai decision, I reach a decision which my rea-
soning suggests to rae aa the right one. If
in different circumstances I come to
different conclusions, I do not know that
there is any particular inconsistency
about that. I do not intend to say any-
thing regarding the various clauses
which have been mentioned, because we
ean deal with them fully during the Com-
mitteen stage. I do not propose to take that
stage this afternoon. There aire one or two
minor amendments which I intend to place
upon the Notice Paper, and I trust that any
other member who wishes to move amnd-
ments will also place thenm on the Notice
Paper, so that we shall be in a position to
deal with them on Tuesday next. Comning
back to the question of meat, I do not know
that this price fixing Dill depends entirely on
how we regard the question of meat supply.
Mr. Miles has said that although mueat was
so high in price, the pastoralists got less
money for their cattle than they would have
received if shipping had been normal. He
said that the Government ought to have se-
eured ships to briug down meat. Thre Gov-
ernment exhausted every possible means to
obtain ships. The fact is that very l4ie

mt;was brought down, and that little was
brought down in Government ships.

I-on. 0. J. G. W. Miles; But the Govern-
meat ships were idle half the time.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That was not the fault of the Government.
It was not in the power of the Government
to run the ships at that tinme. But this is the
position. It is suggested that the people en-
gaged in the pastoral industry really got less
for their cattle than they would have done
had the ships been running as usual.
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Hon. G. J. G. W. Mites: And the eon-
-sumers paid more for their meat.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
'Quite so; but that is not the point I want. to
place before hon. members. The .pastoral
industry comprises a large number of indi-
viduals. Certai" of those individuals were
fortunate enough to secure space on. the
Govern ment ships, and those individuals oh-
tained for their 5,000 head of cattle some-
thing over £ 20 each. 'Now, does Mr. Miles
suggest that it is an entirely fair proposition
that a few pastoralists, who were lucky
-enough to secure freight on the Government
ships and thus to get their cattle to market,
are entitled to receive what hie himself ad-
-mits is double the proper value I And can
it be legitimately urged as a set off against
their undue profit that other pastoralisits,
who could not get their cattle to market at
all, sustained losses? To my mnind it is a fair
thing that if there is only a very limited
quan tity of freight available-

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: The freight
should have been allotted pro rata.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not possible to allot pro rata in such cir-
tciimstanees. The government had no know-
7ledge that the opportunity for bringing the
cattle doQW,, was going to be limrited by sev-
eral months of the season. being cut out al-
together. It senms to me an entirely fair
proposition that if only a small number of
pastoralists were able to bring down their
cattle on the Government ships, they should
.secure a legitimate profit, but that they
should be prevented from making an ex-
orbitant profit as a result of the shortage of
shipping.

H~on. 0. 3. 0. W. Miles: On the whole,
those pastoralisms are worse off.

The MITNISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
pasqtoral industry as a whole is worse off;
but is it aity satisfaction to the pastoralist
who did not get any meat to market to knew
that his neighbour secured an exorbitant
profit? To my mind it is not. As to the ad-
visablenes9s of the Government's abandoning
the service to the North-West, and leaving
that service to private enterprise, I nam quite
,satisfied to allow the two North-West repre-
sentatives, Mr. Holmes and Mr. Mliles,' who
'hold diametrically opposite views on the
question, to fight it out amongst themselves.

Hion. G. J. C. W. Miles: Arc you going
toget us sonic ships next year? That is the
point.

The MIWISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The Gonvernment are at the present time
doing all that is possible to secure sufficient
ships.

The PRESIDENT: I would point out to
hon. members that the question of providing
-shipping has nothing to do with this Bill.

Thte MINISTE~R FOR EDUCATION:
With these few remarks I ask hon. members
to support the second reading.

Question put, and a division takenl with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 19
Noes .. . .

Majority for , .. 1

Avics.

HMon. I1. F. Allen
Hon. it. G. Ardagh
Hon. H. Carson
Hon, E. 11. Clarke
Hon. IT. P, Colebateli
Hon. J. Cunlosham
Ron. J. Duffell.
Hon. .T. Ewing
Hon. J. A. Greig
Hon. J, W. Hiocey

Hen. V. Hainereley
Hon, A. Lovekin
Ron. A, Sanderson

Hon. J. W. Kirwan
Hont. R. J. Lynnt
Hon. C. icitenzie
Hen. G. W. Miles
Mon. H. Millington
Hen, 3. Mills
Hen. J. Nicholson
Hon. A. Jr. H. Saw
Hon. E. Rose

(Tefler.)

NoES,
Hon, J. J, Holmeos

(TeLicr.)

Questio;, thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

BiLL-ROAD DISTRICTS.
In Committee.

Ron. X. r. Allen in the Chair: the Ali-
later for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 4-agreed to.

Clause 5-Interpretation:

Hon. 3.'NICHOLSON: I move an amiend-
muet--

That in the definition of ''owner''
parngrepli (d) ''the trustee, attorney or
authorised agent of any such, holder,
lessee, or mortgagee'' be struck out.

The land might ho more or less valueless,
and the owner mighit fail to remit to the
attorney the money du for the rates. Why
then should the attorney be made liable for
the amiount when the land is the security for
the rates? I believe a similar provision has
crept into the 'Municipal Corporations Act,
and the principle is quite wrong

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
an owner loaves the State, somecone should be
left in the. position of the owne-r.

lieu -. 1. Nicholson: You have the owner's
personal liability as well as the land.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is a Common provision in 'eve~ry Act of this
kind that recourse should be had against the
owner's representative.

Hon. J. J. flohmes: The owner leaves the
land behind.

Hon. .1. A. G-RIW: I sulpport the amend-
mient. While the aut-horities hare the land
as security, that should be quite sufficient.
There are instances where the land is not
worth the amount pf rates eharged. Some
time ago a man offered to make me a pre-
sent of a number of tow~n blocks in order
that lie might be rid of the rate charges,
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but I refused to accept them. If he left
the State, the person in charge would be
held responsible for the payment.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I support the
clause. During the war, I ileted for a num-
ber of soldiers and realised the responsibility
of paying rates, if the person acting is
satisfied the land is worth the amount of
rates likely to fall due, the local authority
should have this security.

Hon. J. A. Urcig. The local authority
has power to sell the land.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Road boards have to serve on owners notice
regarding arrears of5 rates, and bow should
we get on if the Owner left no representa-
tive 7

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: There is no com-
pulsion on the part of the owner to leave
an attorney, and it is good service if the
notice is posted to thle owner. The road
board would be able to recover the rates
under its powers to sell the land.

Hon. G. J1. 0. W. Miles: What if the land
would not realise sufficient.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Then the road
board nmust proceed against the owner. Why
should the attorney, who accepts a gra-
tuitous duty of this kind, ho held liable by
Act of Parliament for the rates?

Hon. J. Cornell: Is not that a question
between the two parties?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Everyone knows
how these things are arranged.

Hon. J. fluffell: When the owner returned,
he would find that the land had been sold
for the sake of the rates.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: There should be
no redress against an attorney who has no
definite interest in the land.

Hon. G. 3. G. W. Miles: The attorney
would charge a fee. I

Hon. 3. NICHOLSON: Very often this
sort of work is done without fee.

Aniidment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 6-22-agreed to.
Clause 23-Qualification of members:

Hon. h. CARSON: Mr. Stewart has asked
me to move the amendment standing in his
name on the Notice Paper. I am very glad
to do so because I think it is a very neces-
sary proviso to embody in the Bill. I there-
fore move anl amendment-

That at the end of the subelause the
following proviso be added:-'Provided
that no person shall be qualified to be
elected unless on the day of nomination
all rates payable in respect of any land
within the district, for the payment of
which he is liable, have been paid.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
proviso was inserted in the Act of 1911. At
that time a select committee recommended
the abolition of this restriction on the
ground that the rates could be sued for,
and also that after a period of years the

land could be sold. It was thought un-
necessary to place any further disability
upon the person who had not paid his rates.
That is the reason why the proviso was
omitted. It is a point on which there is
room for difference of opinion.

H~on. J. DUFFELL: I do not think it is
necessary to put in this proviso. It is
possible that a man who takes a keen in-
terest in his district may be requested to
nominate for a position on the road board,
but be unable to accept it because, through
some misfortune, he had fallen in arrear
with his rates. That is sufficient to justify
me in voting against the amendment.

Hr. G. J. G. W. MILES: I support the
amendment. A man who nominates for a
position on a road board should not be in
arrears with his rates, especially as he will
probably be one of those who would sue
other people for their rates.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I intend to oppose
the amendment. I doubt if a case will ever
crop up where a man who aspires to become
a member of a road board: will not have
paid his rates.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: I have known of
that before.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: If it has cropped up
it probably only did so as the result of an
accident. If a person nominated at a time
when his rates were in arrears he would be
seriously handicapped when he went up for
election. Already the franchise is more
restricted than I should like to see it, and
I have no desire to restrict it any further.
There is no sentimental value attached to
the amendment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I support the
amendment. The Chairman of a road hoard
may be in arrears to some extent, and it is
hardly likely that he will order other rate-
payers similarly situated to be prosecuted
because of their position. Members of rend
boards should not be in arrears with their
rates. They are handling a large suni of
money and should be above suspicion in
this matter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Road Board Act of 1902 provided that no
person could have his name placed on the
electoral roll unless the whole of the rates
due by him were paid. That was the same
as the Municipalities Act. In 1911 the
Btonds Act was altered so fo~r as per-
sons being entitled to appear on the roll
were concerned. Persons' names might be
put onl the roll in respect of one property
although they might owe rates in respect
of another. It is now proposed to make it
uniform in regard to a person seeking elec-
tion. If the provisoO is accepted this posi-
tion may be created. A man may own a
good deal of property and may have his
rates paid on them all with the exception
of the rates on one small block, and for'
that reason hie will be disqualified from
election. Whilst the Municipalities Act
still maintains the-position that a man can-
not be'put on the roll as an elector if his
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rates are not paid, it does not prevent a
man who owes rates from becoming a
councillor or a mayor. The proviso is not
needed, because a man cannot be elected
unless his fellow ratepayers desire it.

IHon. V. HFAMEESLEY: That should not
release a man who is about to ask his
neighbours to support him in his candida-
ture. Members of road boards are in con-
trol of the whole district, and if they have
not paid their rates it is an incentive to
other people also to refrain fromt doing so.
The effect of the non-paymuent of rates is
to thmrow a greater burden on thosa who do
pay them, in the event of its being neces-
sary for the board to get an overdraft from
the bank as a result of this non-payment
of rates, Candidates can have the whole of
the rates paid before election clay, and yet
VCvV siseedinly allow them to fall into arrears
afterwards.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The point raised
is of but minor importance, aod T think it
would he xvise to let the Bill pass with as
few amendments ais possible.

Hlon. E. M. CLARKE: It is higbiy desir-
able that a candidate, before nominating,
should set a, good example by paying ti p
his rates.

Hon. J,. A. GRETW: I will support time
amendment, Meumbers. of road boards work
in an honorary capacity, and we do not
want in of straw in that position. If a
man cannot afford to pay his rates he can
ill-afford to give his time to the work of' the
board,

H~on. J. CORNELL: None but a rate-
payer can be nominated for the position.
Why, then, put him on a difftrarit plane
fromi those voting for him? Mr, Carson
savs the candidate should pay his rates in
full], while Mr. Hasneraley points anit that
he can, immediately after election, allow
his rates to fall into arrears. Logically
he should then forfeit his seat.

Hon. B. ROSE:- Road boards bave great
uifflilty in collecting their rates. If memr-
bers of the board have not paid their rates ,hlow can they expect the ordinary rate-
paiyers to PaY up? I will support the
amendment.

Amnendment put end a division taken
with the following result-

Ayes .

Noes - -

Majority against

Ayr

Hon. H. Carson
Hon. H. M. Clarke
Hon. J1. Swing
Hon. J. A. Greig

-Hon.

lHon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

H. P. Calehatc
J. Cornell
J, Cu~nningbn

J. Duffell
3. W. MInkey

S.

lion.1 IV.I

Hion. E. I
Hon. (1. V1

Ness.

T1 Hon. 3. '
Hon. J. N~

Mn Hon. A. 8
Hjon. A. J

tamersieY
hTills
tose
r.Miles;
(Teller.)

V,. IjrWatn
Iloleon
anderson

H. Saw-
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 24-Disqualification:

Thme 1WfKISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move an anmedmet-

That in line one of the proviso "~five"
be struck out and "four" inserted in lieu.

This is a consequential amendment. In the
original draft there were five disqualifies-
tions. One was struck out in the Assembly,
leaving but four.

iAmendmnent put and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 25 to 32-agreed to.

Clause 33-Electors:
* Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It is provided

that land held as one holding and situated
partly in one ward and partly in another
shall be deemned to be situated within one of
such wards, I think the owner or occupier
of Such land should be entitled to utilise his
votes in hoth wards.

The ]MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think the argument applies to this
clause, which is the samne as the provision in
the existing Act. I think it would apply to
Clauise 84, for Wiich anl amendment is already
onl the Notice Paper.

tiou. v. Ami'ERSLEY: If the owner or
occupier has laud in one parcel, in two
wards, it is to be assumed that the land is
in only one ward. I do not think that is
right.

Clause put a]]d passed.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Clause .34-Nuniber of votes!

The MINISTER POR EDUCATION: Un-
dher the Municipalities Act an elector may
have as many as two Votes for a councillor
and( a total of four votes for mayor, but the
same elector may have two votes for coun-
cillor in each ward. Under the Reads Act
there is no prevision for voting for Chair-
mil, but the ratepayer may have as many
as four votes in each ward, so that if a
road hoard is divided into seven or eight
wards it will ho 'possible for a ratepayer
to have four votes in each ward. A pro-
vise was inserted in the Assembly reading
''Provided that no person shall exercise iimore.
than four votes in any road board district.''
Although that differs to sonic extent from
the Municipalities Act, if it is to stand, it
is necessary to have machinery by which it
cami be carried into effect. I therefore pro-
pose to an(nd the clause in accordance with
the amendment appearing en the Notice
Paper. I move an amendment-

That the words "or wni-d' in line 5
be strucek out, and thie following proviso
hie addted :-' Provided also that where at
district is divided into wards, and any
person busg qualifying land in 'each of
several wards, he may select the ward or
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-wards iii which hie desires to be regiptered
.as ci elector, but hie shall not have a
number of votes for any ward exceeding
the number proportionate to the value of
his qualifying land in such ward, and the
aggregate number of votes for any such
person shiall not exceed four."

Amnidment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 35 to 48-agreed to.
Clause 49-Certificate, etc., of revision:

Honu. .1. J)UFFELL: Au amiendment ap-
pears on the Notice Paper in the naime of
Mr. Nicholson who has asked me to move
it for him in his unavoidable absence. I
therefore move-

That after the word " Chairman"' in
line .1 the following words be added:-"or
sonic person appointed by him in writing.''

The idea of the amendment is that the Chair-
mani may at times have such an amount of
work to perform in this counection that he
shiould be able to appoint a secretary or some
other person to initial the naDtes Which have
been struck out or inserted.

The MAINIS TER FOR EDUQATION;'- 1
question whether the amendment is desirable.
It certainly is not in accord with the spirit
of thle clause. The clause reads, "The Chair-
man shiall in open cor, The terma "chair-
manl" does not necessarily inean Chairman
of the board; it means Chairman of the
court, and it will be contrary to the spirit
of the Act to sny that sonic other person
shall do this work for him.

'Ron. E. ROSE: The Chairman of the
court must be there to initial these names,
and as this duty should not be performed
b;y any other person I hope the amendment
wvill be rejected.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clauso put and passed.

Clauses 50 to 127-agreed to.

Clause 128-Appointmnt. of officers:

lion. H, CARSON: On behalf of Mr.
Stewart I move an amendment-

That in soha-lause (1) the following be
struck out: "Provided that no secretary
shall be appointed or removed without the
approval of the Minister: Pruvidedl also
that the %ecretary shall vacate his office if
so directed in writing by the Minister."

These provisoes give far too much power
to the Minister. The boards are competent
to deal with their own officers.

'i'he M11NISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
recognise that at first sight there appear to
be ubjeetionable. features in these provisoes.
Thle reason for their insertion, however, is
that a number of cases hare ocurred where,
had thle boards consulted the Minister before
making appointmtnts, they would never have
made the appointments they did make. In
one case the secretory of a road board was
convicted of misappropriating funds front
the board. After coming out of prison he

was appointed by another board, and did the
same thing again. Onl this second occasion
he was again con victed, notwithstanding the
fact that just before the prosecution the
office and records of the board were destroyed
by fire. There was another case of a person
who occupied the office of secretary to three
road boards in succession, and had to be dis-
missed by each of them for defalcation,
though hw was not prosecuted. Tile Public
Workb D~epartmen~t through their auditors
have full knbwledge of these matters, and
can advise the boards.

Amendmnent put and negatived.

Clause put and pnssed.

Clauses .129 to 147--agreed to.
Clause 148-Owuer or occupier may re-

quire fencing to be erected:
lIfon. V.- flAMEBSLEY : Subelause 1 of

this clauise reads
Within ninety days of the taking of any

land by a board for a road, the owner or
occupier may, in writing, require the board
to erect along the land taken on both sides
thereof, either at once or at some future
time to be specified by such owner or occu-
pier, a fence similar to that on or bound-
ing the land not taken.

Thle period of 90 (lays I have always held to
he insuiffliint for notice, especially as many
country mails run only fortnightly or even
monthly. 'Whenever a road board take lanid
through a p~roperty which is already fenced,
the duty of thle board[ shouldl be to fence the
road on bath sides. owing to the limited
period for notice, many boards have escaped
the liability to fence; and thus hardship has
been caused. The period of notice should be
12 months.

lion. E. M. CLARICE: If a road board
resume land through a cultivated property,
they should at once fence the road. I regard
the period of 90 days as sufficient.

lT-on. J1. J. HOLMIES : The invasion of this
country by the rabbits Itas created a aced
for closely scrutinising this clause. Say a
nman has enclosed his lend with a rabbit-
proof fen ce. Then , if thle board mnake a
road through that land and mnerely put in
gates, which are liable to be loft open, the
fence becomes useless. The unfortunate
owner in the back blocks is in this position:
if lie does not make a claim within 90 days,'
thev responsibility for fencing the road rests
ulvon 2dmn, and not uponz the board. Either

he should h~ave a period longer than 90 dayst,
or it should bie compulsory for the board to
fence a road on both sides. The trouble i~s
that outback owners do not know the exist-
ing law, and will not know of this amend-
nilut.

The Minister for Education: Un~dcr this
clauise thle responsibility is the same as nder
thle existing law.

H-on. T. 3. HOLMKES:- A man might lie
ruined by failing to get his notice delivered
within the 0 dla-ys.

The MXT 4ISTER FOR EDUCATION: ft
must be borne in mind that, before the board
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take the fenced land, notice has to be given
to the owner and all the conditions laid down
have to be complied with. I can hardly
conceive of a case in which 90 days would
Dot be suifficient.

Hon. 3. S. HOLMES: A case camne under
my notice. A board, looking to the future,
delared a road through a holding -with a
rabbit fence. To suit their own convenience,
they twisted the road in. dog-leg fashion* and
compelled the man to cross the river three
times instead of once.

The Mvinister for Education: He knew all
about it.

Hon. 3. 3. HEOLMES: Yes, and took action.
The board had to fence the road or close the
road, and preferred to close the road. This
shows what same boards will do when they
think they have arbitrary powers.'

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
whole question is whether 90 days is suffic-
ient time to dg9 certain things after ample
notice lics been given.

Hon. V. HAMKEESLEY: I. have always
considered that 90 days was not sufficient.
In the city it might be ample time for any-
thing, but in the backbiocks a man might
be away front his home for weeks at a time
or he out of reach of someone who can do
h~is correspondence for him, There are many
instances in which the boards waited their
opportunity to get rid of the 90 days and,
as soon as the time had elapsed, the owner
had to do the fencing at his own expense.
I know of several owners who were not
aware of the Act,. and who missed the bus.
I move an amendment-

That in line 2 of Subelainse 1, "ninety
days" be struck out and ''six monuths" in-
serted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the cla-use as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 149 to 153-agreed to.
Clause 164-Notice of subdivision to be

given:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Dr.
Saw and I both have amnendments on the
Notice Paper, anid as the matter is worthy
of discussion, I move-

That consideration of Clause 154 be
postponed until after the consideration of
Cholse. 356.
Motion put and passed; die clause post-

polled.

Clauses 155 to 158-agreed to.

Clauise 169-Powers of board:
On motion by the Minister for Education,

consideration of the clause postponed until
after consideration of postponed Clause 154.

Clauses 160 to 186-agreed to.
Clause 187-Managemnent of sewers and

drains:

Hon. 3. MILjLS: Sir Edward Wittenoom
has given notice of a new clause relating to
fire breaks, but I think it might be included
as a subelause to Clause 187.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
would be preferable to move it as a new
clause. The marginal note of this clause re-
lates to sewvers and drains, and Sir Edward
Wittenoom 's proposal would not come under
that heading.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 188 to 10 B-agreed to.

Clause 1-94--Channels from mines:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: On

looking through the amendment on the
Notice Paper I find that the notice I
have given is clumsily worded. I move an
amlendmuent-

That after the word "mining" in line
1 the words ''or other'' be inserted; that
after the word "mining"' in 'line 7 the
wvords ''or other'' be inserted; and after
the word "mining" in line 9 the words
''or other' be inserted.
Amendmnent put and passed:; clause as

amended agreed to.

Clauses 195 to 210-agreed to.
Clauise 211-What shal be rateable pro-

perty;

Hon. 3. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
men I-

That the following proviso be added:-
''Provided further that nothing herein
contained shall exempt the Crown or any
trading concern nder 'The State Trading
Concerns Act, 1916,' from liability from
rates under this Act in respect of any
land used or occupied by any such trad-
ing concern."
The MINISTER FOE ED-UCATION: I

cannot accept the amendment. But it has
been placed on the Notice Paper, and prob-
ably it would not be satisfactory to arrive
at a decision oni the matter* now. I move-

That the clause be postponed until after
thme consideration of postponed Clause 169.

Motion pu t and passed; the clause post-
poned.

Clause 212-agreed to.

Clause 21.3-U-nimproved value:
Thu MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I

move an amendment-
That in line 6 the words "appertaining

thereto'' he struck out.

These words have no place in our Land Tax-
tion Act, or the Municipalities Act, and I do
not know what they mean. It is better that
all our land taxation laws should be on- the
same basis so that a commm? decision in any
case may govern the whole.

Hon. V. H1AMEESLE3Y: I aum inclined
to think that thos words apply to improve,
inents on a person's property.

1568



[20 No\Zv9Afaxa, 1919.]

The Minister for Education: Not on his
-property. If it is oil his property it is cov-
ered.

leu. V. ]IAME.RSLEY: A person fre-
luently has a portion of his property that is
-rateable, and he may have provided windmiflls
or other improvements oti another portion.
These improvements probably appertain to
-one property and are taxable ie some other
district.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
the matter of assessing the value of Ina,
proved land, the Road Board Act must be
considered as a mneasure subordinate to the
State Land Tax measures, and it is unde-
sirable to lint into a subordinate measure
something which is not in the principal mea-
sure.

Hon. V. HAMKERSLEY: This should co-
incide with the Lafid Tax Act. It is con-
tignous improvements which are often not
allowed for in the Land Tax Act, and there
is a means here of providing for them. We
mnight be doing an injury if we take those
Words out.

Thle MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The amendment has been ' placed on the
Notice Paper by the Crown Law Department
on the ground that it is undesirable to put
into the Act something which might lead to
litigation and other controversy.

Amendment put and passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 214 to 2238-agreed to.
Clause 234-Minimum rate:
The MKINISTER POE EDUCATION: I

move an amendment-
That the words "a minimum general

rate of two shillings and sixpence" and
'' minimumi loant rate of one shilling"

be struck out, and ''a minimuma sum of
two Shillings And sixpnceIC in respect of
the general rate'' and "a millnium of
one shilling in respect of the loan rate''
be inserted in lieu thereof.

This wvill improve the wording but not alter
thle meaning.

Amendment pitt and passed; the clause as
am11ended agreed to.

Clauses 235 to 239-agreed to.

Clause 240-Exemiption:
The MINKISTER FOE EDUCATION:

There is here a printer'Is error. In line 3 the
word '"many'' should be ''miay.''

The CHAIRMAN: I will have the cur-
sTection made.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 241 to 247-agreed to.

Clause 248-Who is liable for rates:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
move-

That consideration of this clause
postponed until after consideration
postponed Clause 211.

I

he
of

Motion put and passed; thle clause post-
polled.

Clauses 249 to 2(38-agreed to.

C~ause 269-Application of proceeds of
sae

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That consideration of this clause be
postponed until after consideration of
postponed Clause 248.

Motion put and passed; the clause post-
ponled.

Clauses 270 to 3566-agreed to.

[The Presidlent resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

House 'idjm-nod at 8.46 p..

2leglelative Bso.emblgt,
Thursday, 200th Novemtber, 1919.
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B3ILL-ANGLO-PERSIAN OIL COM-
PANY, LIMITED (PRIVATE).

'Message received from the Governor re-
commending the Bill.

Select Committee, Extension of Time.
On motion by Hon. W. C. Akngwin, the time

f or bringing uip the select comm11ittee's re-
port was extended to the next sitting of the
House.


